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New staff and website 
Welcome back! Hard to believe we’re 

entering a new year, a new board and a new 

support staff! You’ll see at the end of this 

issue the usual Band Booster Officers’ 

block, with new, updated links. Bob 

Sullivan is still creating the Newster this 

year, with Director of Communications, 

Teri Groeschen. 
 

A big change from last year is the 

revamping of the band website, with a new 

URL (no longer Weebly) and now 

reorganized to be easier to navigate and 

update. http://www.plainfieldband.org/  
 

Whether you’re a student or a parent, 

keeping up with the fluid activities of the 

band can be a challenge. Between Teri’s 

email updates, the Newster, and the 

website, we hope to make this year easier. 
 

We’ll cover band camp in this issue, put out 

a second newsletter before Aug. 1 for the 

start of school, and come out bi-weekly 

through marching season.  
 

Marching Band Dues  
The marching band fee for the 2015 season 

is $450 per student, collected in staggered 

payments. $150 was due in early June. 

Payments of $100 each will be due by July 

12, Aug 12, and Sept 12. Please stay 

prompt on your payments to ensure we stay 

on budget. 
 

Make checks payable to Plainfield Band 

Boosters and drop them in the box outside 

Mr. Carpenter’s door. You can also submit 

payment by credit card on our website at 

this direct link. 
 

If you need to make special arrangements, 

please contact Band Booster Treasurer Bill 

Wolfe to discuss your options. 
 

Fundraiser 

On Wed, July 8, plan to eat at El Cerrito 

Mexican Restaurant any time from 11 

am -10 pm to raise money for PHS Band. 

You must present a special event coupon 

when you pay your bill for the band to get 

credit. Coupons were emailed out and are 

also printable online at this link. El 

Cerrito’s address is 140 N. Perry Road, 

Plainfield, IN, 46168. Phone: 

317.838.9425. 
 

Band Camp  

Volunteers We’ll need volunteers all 

season long. During Band Camp we need: 

First aid support (no special skills 

needed), cool treats, and more. Visit our 

dedicated Booster Volunteer Spot .  
 

Volunteers need to have a background 

check on file with the school. The form is 

available on the school’s website. If you 

think you have one filled out, check with 

the Superintendent’s Office and see if 

they still have it.   
 

 Mandatory Booster Meeting 

Tues, July 21 

7:30 pm 

Band Room  
 

Wed July 29 The Frigid Frog will visit at 

the end of practice selling cool 

treats. More details to come. 
 

Tips Students need to bring their dinner 

and lots of water. Sunscreen is a must. If 

your student wears gloves, spray 

sunscreen works best. Reapply often.  
 

Students must turn in health & 

commitment forms (put on top of piano). 

Continued On Page Two 

Calendar 

 

Wed, July 8 El Cerrito 

Restaurant Fundraiser (see 

story) 

 

Thurs, July 9 Student 

Leadership. 

 

Sat July 11-Fri July 17 
ISU Drum Major Camp 

 

Band Camp  

Mon-Fri July 20-31 

Noon-9 pm  

 
Mandatory Booster 

meeting Tues, July 21 

7:30 pm Band Room 

 

Fri, July 31, 6 pm Band 

Picnic for students and 

parents (see story in 

newsletter) 

--- 

 

Looking ahead: 
 

*Mon, Aug 3-5 pm* 
Practice. Band will meet 

at the normal “after 

school” practice even 

though school is not in 

session.  

 

Thurs Aug 6 Practice 6-9 

pm 

 

Sat Aug 8 Practice Noon-

5 pm 

http://www.plainfieldband.org/
http://www.plainfieldband.org/?page_id=170
http://www.plainfieldband.org/?page_id=170
mailto:plainfieldbandtreasurer@gmail.com
mailto:plainfieldbandtreasurer@gmail.com
http://www.plainfieldband.org/?page_id=29
http://www.plainfieldband.org/?page_id=145


 

 

Contacts and Links 
 

www.plainfieldband.org 

VolunteerSpot 

Twitter: @PlainfieldBand 

Secret Facebook Group 

 

Email links 
Director Michael Carpenter  

Asst. Director Scott Johnson 

Exec. President Harriet Doss 

Admin President Troy Crum 

Vice President Jennifer King 

Secretary Carole Snyder 

Dir. of Communication Teri Groeschen 

Directorof Operations Clint Groeschen 

Treasurer Bill Wolfe 

Director Revenue Bev Flanigan 

 

Directors of Events Dana Commander 

and Tina Hays 

 

Email comments or questions regarding 

the Newster to Teri or Bob . 

 

High school band provides a unique 

opportunity for parents to directly help 

their student’s education. We offer 

many opportunities for families to 

volunteer. Please find a way. You will 

find it a rewarding experience as you 

become a part of the success of the 

season.  
 

If you have any questions, feel free to 

contact myself, Scott, or anybody who 

has been around for a few years. We 

will do all that we can to answer your 

questions. I look forward to meeting 

you all! 
 

Asst. Director Scott Johnson: Hello!  

And welcome to the new parents / 

students of PHS Marching Band. I 

make sure all the students know how to 

march (along with various aspects of 

the visual portion of the show). This 

will be my sixth year working with the 

band and winter percussion, and my 

18th year overall. I am also the 

Anatomy teacher and will teach one 

section of Biology, so there is a good 

chance that I will have many of your 

students in the classroom. 
 

For anyone who is new to this activity, 

we will spend a good deal of time 

outside when we get back in July. It is 

important that students acclimate to the 

weather. I'm not suggesting they spend 

ALL their free time outdoors, but 

spending the summer just sitting on the 

couch eating potato chips, drinking 

soda, and playing video games will 

make the transition to being outside 

more difficult. Please encourage them 

to get some sun and be active so that it's 

not quite a shock to the system when 

they come back. Also, if you could 

push them to drink more water, that will 

help tremendously. It will be important 

that they ALWAYS bring a small water 

cooler (the dollar store is a great place 

to find one) and plenty of sunscreen. 
 

I have seen students who think they can 

get away without sunscreen who end up 

with serious sunburns. I would also 

recommend hats and sunglasses. Please 

do not let them come to rehearsals 

wearing dark clothes, sweat pants, or 

jeans.  

 

 
 

Uniform fittings We are hoping to fit 

students for uniforms during practices. 

Please watch your emails for more 

information as band camp gets closer. 
 

Family Picnic Fri, July 31 Summer 

band camp will conclude at 6 pm with 

a family picnic at the football stadium 

(inside the high school if adverse 

weather). Students and their families 

are encouraged to celebrate the end of 

band camp as a band family. Watch 

your email for details as we get closer. 
 

Spirit wear We will have t-shirts 

available to purchase during July band 

camp and at the picnic for $10.00 ea. 

Order forms for additional spirit wear 

will be available soon.   
 

Staff and Booster Introductions! 
 

Director Michael Carpenter: Hello 

Plainfield Band Family, I would like 

to welcome you all to the PHS Band, 

one of the most high-performing, 

award winning band programs in 

Indiana. This is my 4th year as the 

band director at PHS. I taught 6 years 

at Fishers High School. This will be 

my 15th year teaching band. I also 

teach the percussion, music theory, 

and piano during the day at PHS. 
 

Here are some tips to make sure we 

are ready to go on day one of band 

camp. First, make sure students do 

something outside and physical during 

our break so they aren’t shocked by 

the first day of being in the sun and 

work hard physically and mentally. 

Second,  make sure your student has a 

few things on the first day of band 

camp. These include: water jug, 

sunscreen, athletic clothing, athletic 

shoes, hat, sunglasses, and a dot book. 

The dot book is required and will be a 

part of the students’ grades. Finally, I 

understand we are on summer break, 

but please make sure your son or 

daughter is not playing their 

instrument for the first time on the 

first day of camp.  
 

I have seen some students with their 

lips swollen on the first day of camp 

because they have not practiced over 

break and are then asked to play for 

much of a nine hour day. 

They will be asked to call for 

someone to bring a change of 

clothes, as this is the quickest way 

to get dehydrated.    
 

If you have any questions, please 

do not hesitate to contact me.  

Based on how the first two weeks 

of the summer started, I'm highly 

optimistic that this is going to be a 

GREAT season!!   - Scott 
 

 
 

A note about the Newster 
This newsletter was created with 

the idea of printing and sticking. 

Post the content in an easy to see 

place, then when the next issue 

comes out, trash and replace.  
 

The news presented is as accurate 

as possible at the time we post it. 

However, emails from 

Communications dated after this 

newsletter should be regarded as 

the most accurate information.  
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